The stomach's function is to prepare food for assimilation, and this may involve breakdown of large molecules, conversion of metallic ions into chelates, or combination of molecules found in food with some secreted by the stomach to form a more easily absorbed compound. The mechanical process of kneading the ingested food with the secretions must not be forgotten, though its importance may be exaggerated. Of these processes, the most important in the genesis of anaemia are the production of proteolytic enzymes to break down proteins, including those which form complexes with iron; the production of acid in concentration sufficient to maintain in solution this liberated iron, and the production of the intrinsic factor which combines with vitamin B12 to render it absorbable. These secretory functions are reinforced by the storage and kneading functions, so that in a healthy stomach food is rapidly reduced to an almost homogeneous liquid which is squirted through into the duodenum whenever the stomach contracts.
One would therefore expect that any interference with these functions might contribute to the production of anaemia-an iron-deficiency anaemia should acid and enzymes be absent, a megaloblastic anaemia should intrinsic factor be deficient.
latrogenic Deficiences
The clearest evidence on these deficiencies can be obtained by studying patients whose stomachs have been removed. Unless some attempt has been made to reconstruct the storage component, as by the transplantation of a segment of colon into the place left by the stomach, the food passes straight into the small intestine, which is adapted not for kneading and mixing, but for the completion of digestion and absorption of its product. This failure of storage assures a rapid transit of food through the absorbing zone, so that absorption is likely to be imperfect. Even 
